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Featu res

Future Energy Now

Creating The Meadows

Finished What They Started

Americans love all things that light up
and go fast, but this high-energy affair
comes with high costs. A solution may
rest with two Grand Valley alternative
energy research projects.

Less than a decade old , Grand Valley's
jewel of a golf course has brought
immeasurable attention to the
university.

Snapshots from the national
championship game in Alabama
create a lifetime of memories
for Laker fans.
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John Shinsky spent time in an
orphanage. He 's using his abilities
and connections to build a City of
Children in Mexico. He credits
divine intervention.

Contact Us

Taking Plato to Prison
Students take the humanities to
prisoners , recovering addicts, and
disadvantaged youth. The Philosophy
Department's innovative program has
become a national model.

Grand Valley Magazine is a
publication of News & Information
Services . Comments and suggestions are
welcome.

I
I Grcmd Valley Magazine

E-mail gvmagazine @gvs u.edu
Write

Grand Valley State University
I Campus Drive
260 LMH
Allendale, MI 4940 l
Grand Valley State University is an affirmati ve
action/equal opportunity institution.

GVNOW

Look for daily campus news updates at gvnowgvsu.edu.

Cover: Cover photo by Rob Kurtycz: Wide receiver

David Kircus beats a Va ld osta State defender during
the NCAA championship footba ll game.

CAMPUS I NEWS

Grand Valley's landscape receives top national award

.,

•

Bragging rights for the best-looking
campus gro unds go to Grand Valley. The
Professional Grounds Management Society
awarded the university the top award in the
2002 PGMS Green Star Awards Program.
The Grand Valley grounds staff maintains
500 acres, including athletic fields and
specialized gardens on both the Allendale
, and Grand Rapids campuses. Award entries
are evaluated on quality, challenge and
performance in grounds beautification and
maintenance. Previous winners of the
Grand Award in the schools/university
category include Duke University (2000) ,
the University of Missouri (1999) and
Illinois State University (1998).
Ken Stanton, Facilities Services
supervisor, represented Grand Valley's
grounds crew at the awards ceremony held
during the PGMS Annual Conference in
Nashville, Tennessee, in November.

The Professional Groun ds Management Society awarded Grand Valley top honors for
maintaining the university's SOO acres, including this beautiful flower garden at the
DeVos Center.

-------------------------

...

Collaboration brings first law classes to West Michigan
Grand Valley State University,
Michigan State University and MSU-DCL
College of Law have entered into a unique
collaboration bringing law courses to
western Michigan.
Courses at the Pew Grand Rapids
Campus began in January and are the next
step in an on-going relationship among the
three schools. Previous agreements created
a successful dual law/business degree
program (JD/MBA), and an accelerated
program for Grand Valley's Seidman School
of Business students entering law school.

President Mark A. Murray said the
decision to offer law courses underscores
the university's commitment to build
academic programs that meet the needs of
the people of West Michigan and the
Grand Rapids' Bar Association's
commitment to quality legal education.
The institutions have been consulting with
the Grand Rapids Bar Association since
1999.
"Grand Valley has a responsibility to
serve the educational needs of our
community by providing high quality law

-------------------------

programming and supporting the Bar
Association 's mission of high competence
and civility in the practice of law," Murray
said.
MSU President Peter McPherson said
collaborative efforts are essential in this
time of economic constraints.
"Leaders in higher education have an
obligation to meet the needs of our students
by providing quality programs that
maximize our resources and foster an
integrated approach to learning," he said.

...

1

A Millionaire'
student
Justin Pettibone, who graduated in
December, was a contestant on the
syndicated TV game show "Who Wants To
Be a Millionaire?" The show on which
Pettibone appeared aired in February. He
won $64,000 by knowing the street
address of TV's "The Simpsons." Pictured
is Pettibone with game show host
Meredith Vieira.
Photo courtesy of Buena Vista Television
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'60s activist leads M LK march

.,

The man who marched with Martin
Luther King, Jr. , energized a Grand Valley
audience during a celebration of the civil
rights leader 's life but reminded members
that the fight for equality is far from over.
Dick Gregory, activist and comedian,
helped lead a silent march around campus
on King's birthday, then addressed an
overflow crowd in the Cook-DeWitt
Center. He told audience members that
marching across campus one day a year
was not enough.
"Just being part of a movement doesn' t
make you pure," Gregory said. "Until you
burden yourself inside to challenge
yourself to make a difference, you' re not
doing enough."
The 70-year-old Gregory was an
outspoken critic of the Vietnam War and a
proponent of civil rights. He helped forge
the way for black comedians after securing
a spot at the Playboy Club in Chicago in
1961. Gregory is the author of several
books including From the Back of the Bus
and Nigger: An Autobiography.

Dick Gregory, second from right, marches past the Student Servi ces Building with, at left,
President Mark A. Murray and, ri g ht, Bobby Springer, associate director of Multicultural
Affairs. The march kicked off activities for Martin Luth er King, Jr. Week.

... --------------------------Engineering students ace national exam
The Padnos School of Engineering
received a perfect score on a national
standardized exam that is part of the
professional licensing process for
engineers.

Exam results showed that all 29
students who sat for the exam in October
passed, giving Grand Valley a 100 percent
success rate. The exam, which is given by
the National Council of Examiners for

Engineering and Surveying, is one of four
steps required to become a licensed
engineer.
To become licensed, an engineer must
graduate from an institution accredited by
the Accreditation Board for Engineering
and Technology, pass the Fundamentals of
Engineering exam, gain four years of
profess ional experience, and then pass the
Principles and Practice of Engineering
exam .
"Engineers are not required in all
states to be licensed, but we recommend
to our students that they sit for the
licensure exam process," said Padnos
School of Engineering Director Paul
Plotkowski.
Not only does taking the exam help
students in their careers, it provides an
important benchmark for the program, as
well, he said.
Eng ineerin g students work on a project in
the Ke ller Engineering Labs. In October, the
29 students who took a national
engineering exam passed, giving Grand
Valley a 100 percent success rate.
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University and its
leaders selected for
prestigious awards
Carol Lopucki

The Women's Resource Center in
Grand Rapids named Grand Valley as one
of the top employers for women. Every
yea r the Center looks for employers who
pave the way for women to advance in
leadership.
Grand Valley is recogni zed in 2003 for
systematically leveling the playing fi e ld
and having tangible results from creating
an environment of equity and fairnes s.
Since 1999, the number of female executive officers at Grand Valley has increased
by 37 percent. The number of wo men on
the Board of Trustees has remained at
62 .5 percent, and both the chair and vice
chair of the Board are women. The

Margaret Sellers Walker

Pat Oldt

number of women leading student
organizations has increased by 3. 1 percent.
"Grand Valley is pleased to be
recognized for our efforts in encouraging
women to reach the ir potential in their
professional and personal li ves," said
President Mark A. Murray. "The
university realizes employees are
individuals who must be g ive n ave nues in
which they can balance many responsibilities.
I believe providing a fair and equitable
environment is criti ca l to the success of
our employees and the continued success
of Grand Valley."
Also, three Grand Valley leaders were
included by the Grand Rapids Business

Journal in its li st of the 50 Most
Influential Women in West Michigan.
Pat Oldt, vice president for Equity and
Planning, Margaret Sellers Walker,
associate director for Phil anthropy and
No nprofit Leadership, and Carol Lopucki ,
director of the Michigan Small Business
and Techno logy Development Center,
were chosen from hundreds of nominees
from Kent, Ottawa, and Muskegon
counties.
The Business Journal also named
Grand Valley's alternative energy work in
Muskegon (see story on page 12) as
"Newsmaker of the Year" for 2002.

... -------------------------

Former FBI leader addresses
Grand Rapids audience
The only man to lead both the FBI and CIA asked congressional leaders for their
support in upgrading the agencies' computers during a Grand Valley-sponsored visit to
Grand Rapids.
Former Federal Appeals Court Judge William H. Webster led discu ssions on the use of
intelligence in the post 9/11 era during Nove mber presentations spon sored by the
Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies at Grand Valley. He told the aud ience that FB I
and CIA computers are 12 years old and "a major handicap" when gathering data.
Joining Webster on the panel were U.S. Rep. Peter Hoekstra, me mber of the House
Intelligence Committee; Col. Stephen Madden, director of the Michigan State Police and
Michigan's Homeland Security efforts; and Dale Watson, former FBI executive assistant
director of the Counterterrorism Division . Jonathan White, executive director of the
Homeland Defense Initiative at Grand Valley, was the moderator.
Shortly before his visit, Webster resigned his post as chairman of the Securities
Exchange Commission 's Public Company Accounting Oversight Board.

Judge William H. Webster leads discussion
about the use of domestic and international
intelligence at a presentation sponsored by
t he Hauenstein Center for Presidential
Stud ies at Gra nd Valley.

•••
Dial 331
Remember to dial 33 1 when calling
most Grand Valley departments.
Beginning May 1, callers will hear a
record ing asking them to hang up and
dial using a 33 1 prefix.
The transiti on to phase out old
prefixes (895,336,486 and 77 1) began in
December.
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Clare Jarecki continues to
improve his community through philanthropy
!are Jarecki, a business
leader in Grand Rapids
over much of the past
century, believes in the
importance of a good
company, a strong
community, and putting
your money where your
mouth is. Most
significantly, he believes
in leading by example.
, West Michigan has benefited immeasurabl y from his firml y-held beliefs. In the mid1900s, Jarecki was best known as president
of Jarecki Machine and Tool Company, one
of the largest tool-and-die companies of its
era. Today he is known as the generous
benefactor of programs and facilities at
Aquinas College, Ferris and Michigan State
universities, the Grand Rapids Community
Foundation, Frederik Meijer Gardens and
Sculpture Park, and local hospitals.
At Grand Valley, Jarecki and his wife,
Grace, have contributed substantially to the
Keller Engineering Laboratories and the new
Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences.
Jarecki was honored for his business expertise
and generosity at the Grand Valley University
Foundation Enrichment Dinner held in June.
"I've made a lot of friends doing this," he
said, referring to his work with Grand Valley
and other institutions. "It's probably added
years to my life."
Jarecki, like his father, was born and
raised in Grand Rapids. At the age of 6, he
could be found on Saturdays cleaning his
father 's tool-and-die plant. Over the years he
began to learn the business by watching the
men who operated the machines, eventually
earning 15 cents an hour doing odd jobs. In
1933, in the midst of the Depression, he left
college to take the helm of the family-owned
Jarecki Machine and Tool Company. His
immediate concern: producing all the dies for
the 1934 Chevrolets - an enormous first
contract for a man of 24.
In 1955, it was reported that the Jarecki
Company was the largest independent die
shop in the world, employing 750 workers.
Jarecki continued to run the business until it
closed in the late 1970s.
Clare and Grace first bestowed their
generosity on the colleges and universities

by Nancy Willey

Clare Jarecki

Clare had attended in the 1920s - Ferris and
Michigan State. They then turned their
attention to their own community.
"I said, ' Wait a minute, I'm a Grand
Rapids boy 1"' Jarecki recalled. "I fi gured I
was brought up here and my employees lived
here. I was in a very good community to
raise a family and make a living."

"He is not only a donor himself,
he is a role model for others.
He's shown a lot of people how
to give back to the community."
-

Maribeth Wardrop, vice president for
Development

In 1999, Jarecki paid homage to his
engineering background by becoming a chief
donor for Grand Valley 's new Keller
Engineering Labs. He invited his fri end and
former business associate, Leslie Tassell, to
do the same.
Paul Plotkowski, director of GVSU's
Padnos School of Engineering, can't
emphasize enough the importance of the
Jarecki and Tassell design bays, which allow
students to work on large-scale projects that

wo uldn ' t be possible in a regular classroom.
"Our engineering programs all have a
strong design-and-build component that is
the co re of who we are," said Plotkows ki.
"The design bays of the Keller Engineering
Lab are integral to the program beca use that's
where we do those design projects. "
The Jareckis also gave their support to the
Cook-De Vos Center fo r Health Sciences
slated to open d1is fall. A grand stairway in
the entry hall is named for Jarecki.
Jarecki's business and community
connections have been invaluable for Grand
Va lley and the West Michi gan com munity,
said Maribeth Wardrop, vice president for
Development at Gra nd Va lley.
"He is not only a donor himself, he is a
role model for others," Wardrop said. "He's
shown a lot of people how to give back to the
community."
At 93, Jarecki is still the business man. He
said he has always liked building thin gs, so
why not use his resources to help you nger
generati ons do just that?
"I just think th at through better education
we create a better world," he said.
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Grand Va ll ey's jazz
studies director
encourages students
to get into the
groove
-

Kurt Ellenberger

f yo u' re a hard rocker or a class ical
music fan, yo u might be tempted to
think that jazz reached its heyday
with Louis Armstrong and Duke
Ellington. Well, think again, says
Kurt Ellenberge r, head of the jazz
studi es progra m at Grand Valley.
"I think j azz is still the most vital
part of the music scene in th at it brings
everythin g in ," said Ellenberger. "If yo u
want classical harmony, it's in j azz. If you
want 20th century harmony, yo u can find it
in j azz. If yo u wa nt world music, jazz has
got all those elements in it. It's really kind
of a lex icon in itself. "
Ellenberger, an accompli shed jazz
pianist and composer with a doctorate in
mu sical arts, joined Grand Valley 's music
facu lty four years ago. At th e time, the jazz
studi es progra m had one perfo rmin g group.
"Now we have fiv e going : one bi g band
and four small ensembles. It's grown
tre mendously," Ellenberger said.
Part of the reaso n fo r the growth is that
music education students want to be we llsuited for schools with jazz programs. And
8 I Spring 2003

serious perform ance stud ents realize that
learnin g the vaga ri es of jazz - which
means internalizing a sense of harmony,
rhythm , and melody - can take them to
greater heights in the music world.
"If you're a good j azz musician, yo u
really can go to any style. You can do a
rock band, you can do a pop band, you can
do studio work, yo u can do any kind of gig
. . . All that stuff is availabl e to you,"
Ellenberger said.
A case in point is form er Grand Valley
music student Michae l Sobie. The 2 1-yearold Grand Rapids nati ve is now tourin g the
co untry as a keyboardi st in the Elton
John/Tim Rice production of "Aida. "
"It's not a jazz gig, but his jazz skill s are
what allowed him to get the gig," said
Ellenberger, who had helped Sobie secure
an audition for the Broadway show.
Sob ie, in turn , refers to Ellenberger as
"by far the greates t teacher I've had." He
said th at knowin g ho w to adapt and " be
able to fit into the groove" of the show 's
different styles - including rock ' n' roll,
funk , gospel, and even a shuffle - is what
got him the plum j ob.
Elle nberger was bit by th e music bug
early in life. Growing up in Windso r,
Ontario, he was practicing hi s trumpet three
hours a clay by th e time he was 12
(willingly, he asserts - "No one forced
me; they had to tell me to shut up !"). When
he was 13, he got his first pay ing gig in hi s
trumpet teacher 's polka band. "The Beer
Barrel Polka" is (thankfull y) a distant
memory, but th e lesson stu ck : there is an
outlet for people with a pass ion for music.
Ten years later, he e mbarked on an East

by Nancy Willey

Coast tour with the Joey Bishop Band. A
jazz pianist, he has since played with the
likes of Kenny Wheele r, Billy Eckstine,
Della Reese, T he Temptations, and the
Windsor Sy mphony Orchestra. He has led
hi s ow n jazz trio for 15 years.
The musical outlet that earns him
acco lades fa r and wide, however, is
co mposing. His first CD, "Songs from the
Far West" (C hallenge Records), containing
fi ve original songs and recorded in I 999 by
the Kurt Ellenberger Trio, has gained him
recog nition on the intern ational j azz circ uit.
Opus Magazine gave "Far West" fi ve stars,
asserting, "What a recording! ...
Ellenberger is a composer and performe r
whose extensive background in both
classical music and j azz allows him to
explore sources often inaccessibl e to
others." Jazz Canadiana drew compariso ns
between Ellenberger and Keith Jarrett,
Chick Corea and Joachim Kuhn .

" I think jazz is still the most
vital part of the music scene in
that it brings everything in."
-

Kurt Ellenberger, director of jazz studies

Closer to home, his recent wo rks and
collaborations with fe ll ow profess ors have
been premiered by the Grand Valley
Sy mphony, the Univers ity Arts C horale,
and the Avatar Brass Quintet, among others.
Ellenberger has been awarded by ASCAP
(th e Ameri can Society of Composers,
Authors and Publishers) for four
consec uti ve yea rs.
The releva nce of jazz no longer in
qu estion, Ellenberger noted that perhaps
jazz great Wynton Marsali s said it bes t
whe n he called jazz America 's classical
music.
"Jazz takes music from everywhere and
puts it together and amalgamates it into th is
unique style - and it doesn ' t care where it
takes it from ," Ellenberger said. "It' s rea ll y
kind of an ana logy of th e best of what
Ameri ca is."

ATHLETE IPROFILE

Hart transfers work ethic
from basketball court to boxing ring
- by Michele Coffill

Jessica Hart

alk to Jessica Hart about
the change of seasons and
you may not get
refl ections on the
transition from winter to
spring.
Hart, a junior, is more
likely to chat you up on
the preparations involved from switching
fro m basketball to boxing.
While certainly not unique, Hart is a
rarity. T he Intern ational Amateur Box ing
Association offi cially san ctioned wo men's
boxing only eight years ago. Hart has
boxed competiti vely since 1999 and
switches fro m the ring to the co urt at
mid-year.
"When basketball season is ove r in
March, that's when the Golden Gloves start
up," she sa id . " In April and May there are
ex hibi tion fi ghts and the national s are held
in the summe r. But for me, that's when
basketball starts up again . So, it's diffi cult
to adva nce to the next level in boxing
because I' ve always put basketball first."
Along with countless other wo men,
Hart's interest in box ing was spurred by
Christy Martin. Backed by infa mous
pro moter Don King, Martin boxed Andrea
DeS ho ng in the undercard of a 1997 M ike
Tyso n-Evander Holyfi e ld fi ght. Hart
watched both fi ghts on HBO with her
gra ndfather.

"It was the fi rst time I saw a wo man
boxer and she was just dominating. I guess
I see it as the ultimate contest between two
peo ple," she said.
Two years after th at pay-per-view fi ght,
Hart remained dete rmined to learn th e
hooks, j abs, and upperc uts of the sport and
went out to search fo r a gym.
"When I was 17, I went out on my ow n
and was dri ving aro und Grand Rapids
looking fo r a place to train . I didn ' t know
what was available," she said. "I was traveling
through these bad neighborhoods."
Her initial trip was unsuccessful, but a
Grand Rapids Magazine article on boxing
as an intensive, aerobi c workout led Hart to
Frank Perez's Sun City Fitness Center, on
North Division Street.
" At first he didn ' t take me seri ously,"
she said of Perez. "I went in there every
clay and he pushed me. I guess he didn ' t
want to waste hi s time, but I proved I had a
good work ethic."
Perez and sparring partners readied Hatt
for her fast Golden Gloves fight in 1999.
" It was my junio r year of high school ,"
she said. "I remember it was so different
from sparring, with the stage and the lights.
I was nervous but I was confi dent. "
Hart also recalled lookin g at her mother,
Martha, in the audi ence. " She was a
wreck," Hart said .
She won her first fi ght, and has continued
to win more, including two M ichiga n
Golden G loves championship bouts.
However, Hart, who is 5 fee t 9 inches tall ,
said it's sometimes di fficult to find
someone to box, because weight classes for
women are more restri ctive than for men.
Some women have advanced through
Golden Gloves at the state level and
reached nati onal competiti on wid1out
throwing a punch.
While women's box ing is rising in
popularity (it's di sc ussed as a possible
Olympic event fo r the 2004 Summer
Games in Athe ns, G reece) th e sport
remains on Hart's back burner until her
college basketb all career is over.

"Basketball is the reason I' m at Gra nd
Va lley," she said.
After two years of play ing at the post
position fo r the Lakers, Hart was moved
las t seaso n to shooting g uard by first-year
head coach Dawn Plitzuweit, who came to
Grand Valley after four years as the to p
wome n's assistant basketball coach and
recrui ter at the Uni versity of Wi sconsinGree n Bay.

"When I was 17, I went out on
my own and was driving
around Grand Rapids looking
for a place to train ."
- Jessica Hart

Hart played four years of varsity
bas ketball at East Grand Rapids Hi gh
Schoo l, where she helped win three
confe rence and distri ct champio nships.
Despite mi ssing the majority of her seni or
season with a torn ligament in her knee,
recruiters from many GLIAC schools came
ca lling. Her wo uld-be Lakers teammates
helped seal Hart's decision to choose Grand
Valley.
"I fell in love with the team, and knew it
wo ul d be a great group of people," she
said.
Great, sure, but they were also anxio us
to te ll their new coach about Hart's pastime.
Whe n she heard the news, Plitz uwe it said
she cl idn ' t immediately worry about the risk
of injury.
"I re member they told me during a team
meeting and I was kind of impressed. I
thought, wow, she's a boxer, she mu st be a
to ugh player," d1e coach said. "B ut Jess is
rea lly a special kid who goes hard all the
time. She cares how she does as an athlete,
and how our program does. "

000
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English professor and team explore
Underground Rai lroad movement
- by Michele Coffill

Studying Cass County history
allows team to 'touch lives of
people from the past'
The vacant 19th century red-brick house
near a state highway in rural Cass County is, at
first glance, nondescript. Thousands of people
speed past it daily, most likely not giving it a
second glance.
Because she knows the house's rich history,
associate English professor Veta Tucker looks
at it in wonder. Tucker is working with three
other women to research the Underground
10 I Spr in g 200 3

Railroad movement in Cass County; one of
their goals is to turn the 1837 red-brick house
in Vandalia into a museum.
Quaker and abolitionist James Bonine built
the house and its surrounding grounds into a
safe haven for African-Americans who were
escaping slavery. The two-story tower with
windows facing all directions links the house to
its ri ch past, according to Amanda Campbell,
one of the researchers working with Tucker.
"You can see by the tar line near the roof
that the tower was added after the house was
built," said Campbell, an anthropology graduate
student at Western Michigan University. 'The

The star logo from t he National
Underground Rai lroad Network
to Freedom Program has dua l
symboli sm: the hopes and
dreams of the escapee, and the
North Star, which served as a
major navigationa l too l for
nighttime movement.

RESEARCH I NEWS

tower might have been used to place a
lantern , whi ch was a signal to fu giti ves that it
was safe."
Historians estimate that 40,000-50,000
escapee! slaves traveled tlu·ough Michiga n
from 1830- 1860 on their way to Canada.
Cass County and the southwest corner of the
state were well traversed as part of
M ichigan's Central Line that began in
Indiana and went through Niles, Vandalia,
; Schoolcraft, Battle Creek, Jackso n, Ann
Arbor and Ypsi lanti, to Detroit, then to
freedom in Canada.
"Michigan was called 'Midnight,' because
it was the last stop before Canada," Tucker
said. "There was great cooperation between
South Bend Quakers and Quakers in Cass
' county."
Tucker sa id many fugiti ves in Vanda lia
like ly li ved in or near the carri age house
across the street from Bonine's house.
"They worked the fields for him and he
provided settlements for them to live in ," she
said. "Over time, those who stayed a long
time acquired their own property east of
Vanda lia and in Calvin Center."
In the micl- l 800s, that same area was
known as Ramptown, comprised of 100
cabins on 1,500 acres of Bonine's land where
fugitives lived and worked. All traces of
Ramptow n di sappeared more than a century
ago, but the Vandalia Underground Railroad
Foundati on and Michigan Historical Center
asked WMU archeologists to verify its
ori ginal location.

In 2002, Campbell helped lead an
archeo logical survey across farm fie lds to
find Ramptown artifacts. She said the survey
bega n by studying aeri al photographs, fam ily
histories (often found in Bibles), Census
record s, and artifacts co llected by loca l
historian Virginia Springsteen and her brother.
" After the backgro und research was clone,
we planned to attack it archeologicall y,"
Campbe ll said. "Through o ld maps, we
fo und 1,400 acres we wanted to survey, but it
was planting seaso n, so we lost 700 acres off
the top."
F iftee n students from WMU's
Archeological Field Schoo l he lped survey
the area. With painstaking ly slow steps,
students and researchers wa lk cl the fi elds in
straight lines - five meters apart - and
marked all potential artifacts with tiny orange
fl ags.
"T he fie lds were recently plowed, and we
fo und construction debris, 19th century
cera mics, pieces of g lass," Campbell said.
"When you stopped and looked back, you
saw a whol e field covered in orange fl ags. "
Campbell said whil e the glass and pottery
shards cou ld have been debri s from whiteowned houses, it was the property records
that distinguished the area as a slave
settlement. The acreage was missing from
land deeds and other paperwork until the
1850s.
Fi nding Ramptown artifacts helped
Tucker, Campbell, Michelle S. Johnson, and
Sondra Mose-Ursery secure grant fund s from

the Nati onal Park Service to conti nue their
research. Johnso n is the Michi ga n Freedom
Trail Coordinator and a visiting professor at
Mic hi gan State Un ivers ity; Mose- Ursery is
the exec uti ve director of the Vanda lia
Undergrou nd Ra ilroad Foundation.
T he Found ation's "Free Soil" tour,
conducted by Mose-Ursery, is listed with the
National Underground Railroad Network to
Freedom Program, which is administered by
the Nati onal Park Service. T his designation
paves the way fo r future gra nts for the
research team and gives the project a highly
sought national stamp of approval.
Tucker said the research team is now
seeking matching gra nt funds to he lp sec ure
a historical des ignation for the Bonine house,
publish artic les, and create a tour of Cass
County Undergro und Ra il road landm arks. In
essence, they wa nt to ensure th at this part of
Michigan 's past does n' t get forgotten.
"It's just incred ible when you think about
it. Some co uldn ' t read or write, yet they
started out on these journeys with just a
strong determination to leave," Tucker said.
"During the first part of the journey they
were guided by the No rth Star and stories
and fo lklore about the North that circul ated
on the plantations. It was dangero us not just
for the runaways, but a lso for Q uakers and
others who helped them.
"We have our fin gers on the li ves of these
people from the past," Tucker continued.
"When I stop to thin k about it, it reall y gives
me the chills."

Future Energy

N W
- by Brian J. Bowe

A rendering of what the Michigan Alternative and
Renewable Energy Center will look like when it's complete.

research aimed at promoting the use of
biofuel in marine applications.
Each project is pointing the way
toward a future powered by cleanerburning, locally produced power. And
together, they're helping put Grand
Valley at the forefront of energy
innovation.
"We have two very important
projects that are both examining issues of
extreme importance in today's world:
one, the availability of clean water; and,
two, the availability of clean energy,"
said Seidman School of Business Dean
David Mielke.
"I've been a proponent of this
alternative energy idea, and I believe it's
going to be responsible for the next spmt
in economic growth activity," Mielke said.

Let the sun shine in
ife in America is a highenergy affair. But our love
for things that Light up and
go fast comes with costs environmental and political,
as well as economic.
Two separate but kindred projects at
Grand Valley are working to turn
Muskegon - once known for foundries
and paper mills - into a center of
alternative research and development.
Seidman School of Business' Michigan
Alternative and Renewable Energy
Center will be a business incubator and
research and development center for
alternative and renewable energy
technologies. It will also serve as a
major demonstration project of those
technologies. Meanwhile, the Annis
Water Resources Institute is conducting

The search for the future of energy
production in Muskegon has some
looking up to the sky.
"In one hour, the sun gives the Earth
enough energy to create enough electricity
to power the planet for a year, if we
could capture it all. That's how much sun
shines on planet Earth," said James
Wolter, director of energy research at the
Michigan Alternative and Renewable
Energy Center.

The potential for using photovoltaics
- solar electricity - as a primary
source of energy is "absolutely boundless,
and its time has come," Wolter said.
But solar energy technology is just
one of the groundbreaking elements of the
new Muskegon center. The development
will be the first commercial project in the
world to integrate fuel cell technology, a
heat recovery system for heating and air
conditioning, photovoltaics, and a nickel
metal hydride battery storage system to
store excess energy. The result will be a
building that powers itself using mostly
green sources.
Finding those green energy sources is
crucial, Wolter said.
"In this country, with 4 percent of the
world's population, we use 27 percent of
the world's non-renewable energy
resources to maintain our lifestyle,"
Wolter said. "I don't want to make a
moral judgment about that. We've
grown, we've bought the products we
needed to grow, and we've had a very
robust economy."
But he added that much of our
economy is built around using
non-renewable energy and changing
will take time.
"You don' t simply wake up tomorrow
morning and say, 'I'm making my power
green, thank you very much,"' Wolter
said. "We need to get people realizing
that it's time to start making the change.
We start making the change by building
a building that runs on its own power
and we show it to people, and then
somebody else wants to build one."

Workstage LLC - a joint venture of
Steelcase Inc., Morgan Stanley Real
Estate Funds and The Gayle Company
- is building the 25,000-square-foot
facility. With a construction timetable of
20 weeks, it is set to open in the spring.

Marine green
Less than a mile away from the
SmartZone site in Muskegon, the Annis
Water Resources Institute is studying
' how to convert Grand Valley's two
research vessels to biodiesel. a type of
fuel that can be made from plant-based
sources like soybeans.
Bob Udell, a research assistant and
biofuel analyst at the institute, said the
project's potential benefits are not only
environmental but also political.
"There's so much potential for
eliminating or reducing markedly the
dependency on foreign oil. What's going
on in Iraq right now is basically an oil
problem. What happened in Kuwait was
an oil problem. Saudi Arabia is our
friend because of oil," said Udell. "If we
were more independent, it would
probably change our politics a lot."
Biodiesel is just like regular diesel
fuel and can be burned in normal diesel
engines without modification. It can
even be blended with petroleum-based
diesel. It has caught on in some circles
for cars, but not for boats. In Europe, 25
percent of diesel sold is biodiesel, Udell
said.
"We grow soybeans right here in
West Michigan. We can get a biodiesel

manufacturing facility close by here and
sell our own products into it. You·d have
jobs in the manufacturing facility, you'd
create more demand for our agricultural
product, you'd clean up the air, and
you'd have reasonably priced biodiesel,"
Udell said.
Institute Director Alan Steinman
agreed. adding that fossil fuel prices in
the U.S. are "artificially low."
Not only does biodiesel make
political and economic sense, it doesn't
carry the same ecological side effects as
petrodiesel, either, he said.
"From the environmental perspective,
it looks like a no-brainer," said
Steinman.
Udell explained: "You can get half
the particulate matter you get with
petrodiesel, and that's one of the
carcinogens. There's no sulfur, so there's
no sulfur dioxide, sulfur smell, acid rain
effect from biodiesel."
A near-te1m goal is to conve1t Grand
Valley's two research vessels, the WG.
Jackson and the D.J. Angus, to run on
biodiesel. To pursue the project, the
institute received a grant from Dr.
William G. Jackson of Muskegon, for
whom one of the vessels is named. The
institute was awarded a $5,000 grant by
the state Consumer and Industry Services
Energy Office to educate Michigan
students, maiina operators and boaters
about the use of biodiesel fuel in marine
applications.

The Annis Water Resources Institute is studying how to
convert Grand Valley's two research vessels to biodiesel.
Pictured is the W.G. Jackson.
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As host to NCAA tournaments or alumni outings, course brings national exposure to university.
- by Michele Coffill
Golfers who play The Meadows often develop a love-hate
relationship with the 18th hole which can, and often does, act like
a temperamental and moody child.
Players who stand with shaky knees ready to tee off at the par
4, 3 11 -yard hole (276 yards from the red tees) are advised not to
be deceived by the gentle breeze that caresses their faces. That's
because the wind at the finish usually blows with such force that
the flag is whipped parallel to the green.
Oh yeah, be sure your tee shot clears the wetlands but stops
short of rolling into the bunker that guards the middle of the
fairway. "The hole is sho1t and has an intimidating appearance,"
said Stan Sikkenga, a frequent Meadows visitor from Grand
Haven. "When you play from the blue tees, the landing area is
very restrictive and you have to cany your shot over a swamp.
The average golfer might be intimidated."
Sikkenga is perhaps typical of a Meadows golfer. While he
has a choice of about 60 West Michigan golf courses, Sikkenga
travels to Allendale about three times a week during peak months
to play The Meadows.
"I just love to play out there. It's a very challenging golf
course," he said, and added that it made him a conversation topic
among the women who played in the NCAA tournament last
spring.
"I was one of the tournament sponsors and was talking to a lot
of the girls, and they told me if ycu play this course a lot, you' re

nuts," he said, refening to the course's challenges.
On the other hand, Lori Stinson, Grand Valley's head
women's golf coach, said her team benefits greatly by continuously
playing the championship course and, in pa1ticular, No. 18.
"The hole plays so differently from day to day that it forces
you to use so many different types of shots," she said. "Then.
when we play at other courses, we're familiar with almost any
type of situation."
Love it or hate it, few people envisioned any type of tee shot
on No. 18. Just nine years ago, the 200 acres that are home to The
Meadows, its restaurant and clubhouse, and practice facility were
buried under fields, swamps, and heavy brush. Since it opened for
business in 1994, The Meadows has hosted four NCAA
championships, scores of corporate, community and universityrelated golf outings, and received accolades from numerous state
and national golf publications. It's also been an immeasurable
recruiting tool for not only potential Grand Valley student-athletes,
but also students.
"I don't think we understood how many people [The
Meadows] would bting out here," said Teny Sack, general
manager. "When kids are playing in tournaments, their parents
will come with them, and all of a sudden we're answering
questions like admissions counselors.
"People are always aski ng: 'What is that building?' 'How
much is tuition?' And they' re teJling us what a beautiful campus
Grand Va lley Magazine I 15

this is. This golf course really gives us
exposure."
And that is exactly what President
Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers envisioned a
decade ago when he led an advisory
committee through the process of building a
brand-new golf course.

Creating a 'greenbelt' from
the fields
From the beginning, planning for
construction of The Meadows was a true
university project. Sack, who at that time was
assistant vice president for Facilities Services
and Planning, said the advisory committee
included biology and geology professors.
"We knew we wanted an environmentally
friendly design," he said .
That desire was relayed to course architect
Michael Hurdzan, partner at Hurdzan/Fry Golf
Course Design in Columbus, Ohio. Hurdzan,
named "Architect of the Year" in 1997 by Golf
World Magazine , re-designed the Ohio State
University course and designed numerous
other university courses.
Sack said Lubbers and the conunittee liked
Hurdzan's reputation for creating courses that
enhance an area's setting and wetlands. Project
architect David Whelchel said leaving the
Grand Valley wetlands untouched presented
some challenges but allowed for the possibility
of expansion.
"Every time we do a golf course,"
Whelchel said, "it's all about finding out what
the client wants and what land is available."
And, of course, how much money is
available. Grand Valley pledged $4 million
toward the project, which included
construction of a clubhouse and practice
facility, an idea that was first proposed by
Hurdzan. On the other side of West Can1pus
Drive from The Meadows, the practice fac ility
has become the jewel of the complex. It
encompasses a 13,000-square-foot putting and
chipping green area, a 5,000-square-foot putting green. 10 sheltered hitting areas, and two
holes that can be played as 3-, 4-, or 5-pars.
Sack said the practice facility and the fact
that The Meadows is on-campus sets it an1ong
the elite of the 130 golf courses operated by
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universities.
"From the stan, we decided that this would
be an auxiliary enterprise, meaning revenues
will cover expenses," he said. "We felt that
this type of course will help golf courses in
West Michigan. It also fell into Grand Valley's
master plan for its campus; meaning that we
have all the acreage and instead of leaving it a
field, we' re creating a nice greenbelt.
"That was one of the selling points for the
board of trustees. The golf course gives us a
land bank."

No.19
The first step in determining a course
layout was deciding the location of the
clubhouse then identifying the wetlands. Sack
said Whelchel and Hurdzan presented Grand
Valley's conunittee with three or four different
drafts.
"We would decide on one hole, then we
walked through the area," Sack said. "That
was strange because the weeds were high, so
they would bring out a mower, cut the
proposed fairway and put stakes where the
landing area and the tee would be."
Some modifications were made to holes
that committee members thought would play
too hard.
"It's not good fo r us if someone is not
having any fun and they' re shooting a 120,"
Sack said.
A rainy fall and spring delayed the grand
opening slightly, but when The Meadows
opened in 1994, it was the first new course in
West Michigan in five years. Area golfers
warmed to it quickly and soon the Holland
Area Chamber of Commerce, Junior
Achievement of Ottawa County, and other
civic grou ps and corporations were holding
annual golf outings at Grand Valley.
Since the course opened, 14 others have
opened in West Michigan. Sack said the
saturation of golf in the area has contributed to
a slight decrease in business.
"We've been down the last few years, but
that's true of the whole industry," he said.
"You can have 1 million rounds a year on 100
golf courses, but on 150 courses, that makes a
difference because it starts diluting the
market."

But Sack said the number of outings has
remained consistent and even risen slightly.
This summer, The Meadows will host the new
Ottawa County Amateur in partnership with
The Holland Sentinel. Proceeds from the
tournament will be divided between the
Sentinel '.1· Newspapers in Education fund and
Grand Valley 's general scholarship fund.

Championship course
Hosting four NCAA golf championships
(men's in 2001 , and women's tournaments in
1996, 1998, and 2002) at The Meadows has
given Grand Valley national expos ure. Stinson
said the next women's championship open to
the bid process is in 2005.
"Hosting so many championships reall y
says a lot about the course and the university,"
she said.
And it's made recruiting student-athletes
for Laker golf teams easier for Stinson and
men 's head coach Don Underwood.
Underwood, who also serves as the head
professional , recalled the time 10 years ago
when he held open tryouts for the men's team
after posting notices in all university buildings.
"There must have been 17 or 18
people who came out. I kept eight, and we
traveled with five," he said. "We had no
scholarships to offer when I started. As the
years have gone by, we're now a scholarship
sp01t and it means a lot to parents and
potential recruits to be able to offer them
some money."
Tryouts for the first Grand Valley men's
team were held behind Lubbers Stadium on a
driv ing range that was used by physical
education classes. That same area is now hole
No. 16, a favorite of Sack's.
"It used to be flat," he said of the par 4,
376-yard hole. "I remember when that area
used to be just a soybean field. The ponds
weren ' t there. The construction crews dug
them up and created the di1t for the mounds
there.
"It's like looking at before and after
photographs. And watching golf architects
work is like watching an artist at work."
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10-yard pass secures
national championship
In dramat ic Cashion and with a
great sense of purpose, Gra nd
Va lley's Lakers broke a Li e game with
1:04 left in the game to beat Va ldosta
Stale. 3 1-24, in the 2002 NCAA
D ivisio n II Football
Na tional
Championship game .
Quarterback Curt A nes hit wide
receiver Dav id Ki rcus with a I 0-yarcl
pass for the winning touchdow n. The
December 14 game in Flore nce.
Alabama, capped a winning weekend
for Anes. who a clay earlier was named
winner of the Harlan Hill award as the
country 's best Dll pl ayer.
Kirc us caught I I passes for 270
yards and three touchdowns, ex tending
hi s a ll -div ision record for TD reception s in a seaso n to 35. He also:
• Fin ished the 2002 season with a
sing le-season record 2 12 po ints;
• Conc luded his career with an
NCAA a ll-divi s ion reco rd 76
career TD receptions:
• Set a NCAA playoff record with
12 TD recepti ons aga in st Valdosta
State;
• Set a NCAA champi onshi p ga me
record with 270 receiving ya rds.
Mo re than 5,000 GVSU fan s
made the trip to Florence for the
game. Footba ll al um J im Schaap sa id
the support from alu mni a nd other
Laker fans was ·'phe nomenal.·'
'Tm very proud of where this
program has co me,'" he said ...This is
just great for all of West Michi ga n."'
Schaap was one of the First Lakers
to play professional footba ll after he
s igned with the Detroit Wheels of the
World Footba ll League. Sc haap was
inducted into the Laker Hall of Fame
in 1992 .
Schaap's invo lve ment with the
tea m wil l co ntinue on another level.

As a sales representative for
Josten s. he ' ll he lp coord inate the
des ign of the champion ship rings for
players and coaches.
Head coach Brian Ke ll y will be in
Allendale to accept his ring. Kell y
an nounced on December 18 that he
accepted a contract extens ion with
Grand Valley after being mentioned
for the head coaching job al the
Uni vers ity o f Montana. a Di vision
I-AA un iversity.
·'I have a great situatio n as the
head footba ll coach at G rand Va ll ey
State and wo uld like to re ma in in the
West Michi ga n area.'' Kell y sa id .
" We have built a rootba ll program at
Grand Va ll ey Slate that is strong from
top to bottom a nd I am excited about
the 2003 season ...
Kelly is 104-34-2 in 12 years at
the he lm of Laker foo tball. In earl y
January, he was named the Ameri can
Football
Coac hes
Assoc iation
Division JI Coach of the Year.
Awa rd s and the postseason conli nued fo r severa l players . A nes,
Kircus, Keyonta Marshall , and Dale
Wes tri ck were na med First-Team
A ll -A meri ca. Reggie Spearmo n,
Orlando Wi llia ms and Scolt Mackey
were na med to the second team. Phil
Condon, A nes, Kircus, and Westrick
played in var iou s a ll -sta r ga mes
throu gh January.
Co ngratul ation s cam e from U.S.
Rep. Peter Hoekstra (R-Ho ll a ncl ).
w ho introduced a House Resolution
on January 8 to hono r th e team and
coaches. It was s uppo rled by U.S.
Rep. Vernon E hl e rs (R-Grancl
Rapids).
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Laker QB w1fis top trophy
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One year after fini shing runner-up, Grand Vall ey
senior quarterback Curt Anes made a triumphant
return to the Div ision II footba ll stage as the top
player for 2002.
Anes was named winner of the Harton Hill award
as NCAA Div isio n lI Co ll ege Football Player of the
Year during the l 7th Annual Harlon Hill Trophy
Presentation Banquet, he ld December J 3 in
F lorence, Alabama.
Anes holds the NCAA DII record for touchdowns
with J 27, is ranked second in total offense ( J 1,538)
and holds virtuall y all the GUAC and Grand Valley
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passing records. The form er standout at East
Kentwood High finish ed second in last year 's Harto n
Hill voting to Dusty Bonner, of Valdosta State.
Voting was conducted by polling sport
information directors at the l56 schools that
compete in DII football. Anes received 27 l points
and 63 first-place votes.
During hi s acceptance speech, Anes thanked the
20 other se niors on the Laker football team.
'Tm just up here representin g you gu ys ," he said.
" Football is a team game. not an individual game."

'

apture the memories

.

002 footbal l season with a special keepphy book, high light vid eo, or DVD.
ional Champions" by going on li ne at /
and cli ck ing below t he National
u
www.gvsu.
go
or mai ling the co upon on the ?ack
Champions
agazine.
Copies are also on sa le in
cover of thi
GVSU Book res. Supplies are limited.
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Students in Grand Valley's
Commun ity Working
Classics learn as much as
they teach when they take
the humanities to
'
prisoners,
recovering
'

addicts, and street people .
The innovative program has
gained national attention.
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Prison

Jasmine Dowd and J. Cameron Cross
drove to the Muskegon Correctional
Facility eight times last semester. After
going throu gh a myriad of security checks
and heavily barred doors, a guard fin ally
led them across the pri son yard to a large
room. There, with a group of inmates, the
two Grand Valley seniors began debatin g
so me of life's greatest questions.
Dowd and Cross led their ·'students" incarcerated men of all ages - in
di scussions about concepts of the major
earl y phi loso phers: P lato, Socrates, and
Aristotle. It was not an easy task.
·'We were students tryin g to master this
ourselves - and then teach it," said Cross,
22 , a phil osophy major from Kalamazoo.
"Knowing the subject as a student in c lass
is much different from having to master it
enough to teach it. It gets yo u much more
in vo lved than the average c lass."
Ieisha Caddle, a sociology major from
Ho lland , agreed . Caddl e led about 15 men
at the pri son in di alogues about the
phil osophy of law. It kept her on her toes
for the eight weeks she taught, she said .

-

by Nancy Wi lley

"Once I got done I understood most of
the information better - and how to
defe nd it and where the weak elements
are, because they picked the m out," she
said of her students. "They are extraordinary
peopl e. I think I learned more from them
than they learn ed fro m me, hands down."
Those are some of the thin gs that
ass istant philosophy professo r Michael
De Wilde had in mind when he developed
the innovative course, Community
Work ing Classics, four years ago . T he
basic idea was to take philosophy and
other humanities subjects - literature,
ethi cs, art, and history, to name a few out of the classroom and into the harsh
light of the real world. How wou ld the
grand but abstract concepts - justice,
opportunity, equality - stand up when
discussed with prison inmates ... or
recoverin g addicts ... or street people?
"A lot of the students felt like they were
readin g good books, but still didn ' t know
the context of the ideas," said De Wilde.
"We wa nted to know, does any of this stuff
translate?"

In answer, De Wilde formed Community
Working Class ics based in part on the work
of educator Earl Shorris, who documented
his experiences teaching the humanities to
the Manhattan poor in his book, New
American Blues. Since 1998 CWC students
have offered humanities classes to more
than 200 peopl e in Grand Rapids· inner-city
Heartside neighborhood and at the
Muskegon Correction al Facility, Proj ect
Rehab , and Job Corps.
"We try to offer the humanities to people
in places who would not otherwise receive
them," Caddl e ex plained. "We have thi s
idea that when people are taught the
, humanities, they become more humane, and
the world we li ve in can become better. "
T he idea has garnered national attenti on.
Last fa ll , Gra nd Valley 's Community
Working Classics was awarded the
presti gious Excellence and Innovation in
Phil.osophy Programs Award by the
merican Philosophical Association and
the Philosophy Documentation Center. The
program is now considered a mode l fo r
uni versities, instin1tes and other
organi zations nationwide.
DeWilde was also recog ni zed last year
with the Faculty Service Learning Award
by the Michigan Campus Compact, a
coalition of universities and colleges
promoting community service in higher
education .

Education for Citizenship
Because of its comprehensive goals,
CWC is kept to a small number of upperclass students (nine this year). The first
month students di scuss their ideas and
deve lop the curricula they will teach . They
are then responsible for marketing their
cl asses to agency directors and recruiting
students. The final two months of the
semester are spent in the fi eld , teaching
their c lasses .
De Wilde call s the process a "trial by
fire" in that students - conditioned over
the years to be pass ive learners - are
as ked to take an acti ve role in their
education. "They rise to the challenge and
find resources they didn ' t kn ow they had.''
De Wilde sa id.
At the heart of the program is the va lue
of a liberal arts educati on that prepares
students to be educated and acti ve c itizens
- a concept that De Wilde fee ls gets lost in
today's emphas is on career-building.
"T hi s is about education for de mocracy.
T here's a lot of debate about that, but you
can ' t just engage in rhetori c; you have to
have a fo rmat that encourages it," said
DeWilde. "One of the things that we' re
trying to do here is say, · All ri ght, let's
actuall y do it. " '
Thus. CWC students gain firsthand

Assistant philosophy professor Michael DeWilde, at far right, leads a Community Working
Classics class. Students learn how to teach humanities to prisoners and recovering addicts.

knowledge of the principles and many
tasks invol ved in community organi zing,
such as putting up flyers. making co ld
ca ll s. and articulati ng a vision. In fac t,
they' re likely to learn it so well , DeWilde
pointed out, th at they run into the
enormous obstacles one faces when
attempting to change the system.
"It's messy, but I thin k students get a
larger sense of their own pl ace. and
perhaps their own power," he said . "The
hi ghest goal is to have both Grand Vall ey
students and the community students and
inmates be better, more informed citi zens
and act as foll participants in their
community."

A Life-Changing Experience
Last fall , when Caddl e, 22. told people
that she' d be teaching a class of male
pri son inmates, she got the expected
response. "My parents freaked out fo r a
little whil e." she recalled, laughing. By the
end of the semester, however, she was
recommending the experi ence to everyo ne.
"The classroom dynami cs in the prison
are like no other. There, yo u can say
something that's a hardcore fact, and
someone wa nts to debate it. T he cri tical
thin king as pect is huge! I wish every
co llege student could go in and j ust sit in
one of these classes," said Caddle, who is
makin g post-graduati on pl ans to work with
the poor in Chicago before continuing on
to law schoo l.
Derek Lancioni , 2 1, said that he fo und a
similar res ponse when he taught an
American history course to res idents at
Grand Rapids Job Corps, a residential
job-tra ining fac ility fo r di sadva ntaged
youth. The young men, all c lose in age to
Lancioni , were visibly "charged" by the
di scussion s.
" Nobod y takes the m seriously," said

Lanci oni , a journali sm maj or from Grand
Rapids. "The instant that someone gives
them a voice and says, ' Your opinion does
matter; what do yo u thin k? ' - they Jove
that. "
De Wilde sa id that he has heard from
Grand Vall ey students and co mmunity
students that the ir ex perience with
Community Working C lassics has been
li fe changing. One woman, a form er
prostitute who partic ipated in the
Heartsicle class, reported afterwards that
she had enrolled in coll ege. Another, an
inmate at Muskegon Correctional Facility,
said that he cannot stop reading and
thinking about the classes he has taken.
Dowel, 22, a philosophy and liberal
studies major from Tay lor, described a
stunning moment at the prison when, on
the last ni ght of the phil osophy c lass, a
man who had been incarcerated fo r l 8
years stood up and addressed his fe llow
inmates .
"He looked at all the yo unger men and
apolog ized fo r not giving them a rol e
model. He talked about respo nsibility and
told them, ·You' re go ing to ha ve to work
harder than everybody e lse"' to get back
on track. Dowd said. "It was just
amazing."
It had an effect on her. "This is getting
to the root," she said of the ewe class.
"Bringing educati on in there. I feel. is the
most powerful thing that yo u can do."

Community Wo rking Classics is f unded
by a grant fro m Grand Va lley's Johnson
Center fo r Philanth ropy. Read more about
it at www.workingc/assics.org.
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Bryan Bickford
.,

•
Grand Valley's 47,000 alumni members have welcom ed a
new board president.
,

Brya n Bickford, class of 1983, w as named Alumn i
Association president in May and will serve a t hree-year term.
He replaced Francie Brown, '79, who fin ished an extended
f ive-year term t hat saw t he completion of t he Alu mni House
and Vi sitor Center.
Bickford, a marketing manager fo r Fifth Third Bank in Grand
Rapids, sat in t he Alumni House Emeritus Study to talk with
Grand Valley M agazine's Michele Coffill about his plans for the

association.

GVM: Are you originally from Grand
Rapids?
Bickford: I went to hi gh school in Jenison.
GVM: When it was time to think about
colleges, what factors led to your decision
to come here?
Bickford: For me, I was probably not ready
to go away to school. Grand Valley was a
perfect fit for me at that time . It offered the
opportunity to get a good education and still
be close to home. And it gave me the chance
to grow up at my own pace.
GVM: What was it like to be here in the
late 1970s and early '80s?
Bickford: I went to William James College,
when Grand Valley was still the cluster of
colleges.
GVM: William James was very openminded, wasn't it?
Bickford: It was pretty liberal. There was
Thomas Jefferson, which was the most liberal,
and William James, and College IV [l ater
named Kirkhof College], and the College of
Arts and Sciences. [Seidman College of
Business opened in 1973.] William James
was more pragmatic, I think. We concentrated
more on doing and learning hands-on.
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Especially in arts and media, where we did a
lot of broadcast productions. Also, William
James was pass/fail , no grades. That was
really different for me, coming out of high
school and getting grades my whole life. It
was interesting, but I did end up taking a
number of advertising and public relations
classes in Kirkhof College, where I received
grades.

what I remember is a close community of
people who wanted to learn the same things
I did.

GVM: If you wanted to go on to a master's
program and you needed a grade point
average, what happened?
Bickford: I have one. It's just not based on
as many grades as most people have.
Actually, my grade point average is really
good, because I probably only had 10 classes
in my whole college career that were graded.

GVM: How much has the campus
changed since your days in the early '80s?
Bickford: It doesn' t even seem like the
same place. I spent a lot of my time over at
Lake Michigan Hall and Lake Superior Hall.
I had most of my classes there. I didn ' t see
this side of the campus a lot. And now with
the Kirkhof Center being renovated - we
had an alumni board meeting there in
September - I barely recognized the place.
It's wonderful what's been done. To drive
downtown, and go clown U.S.-131 and see
the De Vos Center, it makes me very proud to
be a Grand Valley grad.

GVM: When you think back to your days
on campus, what do you remember?
Bickford: What I remember most about
Grand Valley is how small it was . And
maybe I remember that because of how
much the university has grow n since then. I
remember what a sense of community there
was, especially in the college I was in,
William James. I would be in classes with
five, six, seven people, and they would be
the same people I had in my last class. So,

GVM: Were you involved in a lot of
extracurricular activities?
Bickford: I wasn ' t really involved as a
student. I feel kind of like I'm cheating
being the Alumni Association president
because I don' t know that I had the typical
college experience. When I was in school, I
never went to a football game. I've learned a
lot more about the university and myself
since then. I really appreciate that I' ve been
able to learn and grow at the university

through my involvement with the Alumni
Association.

GVM: What were your other roles within
the Alumni Association?
Bickford: I was a board member at-large,
and then, as I became involved in more
projects, I was chosen secretary-treasurer. I
became vice president of fund-raising when
Francie Brown was president, and held that
role all during her term.

.,

GVM: How is someone elected president
of the association?
' Bickford: Well, I'll tell you how it was
presented to me. Francie and (retired Alumni
Relations Director) Nancee Miller took me
out to dinner and asked me if I would be
interested.
~VM: What do you hope to accomplish?
Bickford: I want to build on the good work

have a lot to offer.

GVM: Do you think alumni members
serve as a different voice for the university?
Bickford: Absolutely. We' re a living
testament to the core mission of Grand
Valley, to what the university does and the
types of graduates it produces .
GVM: Along with providing a link to the
past, what other services does the Alumni
Association offer?
Bickford: We want the association to be a
networking opportunity for our Grand Valley
grads. We have a lot of alumni who are
business owners and other important
decision-makers. If we can link younger
alumni to them to help them get started in
their careers, to get jobs - and vice versa, to
give employers good people - that's a winwin situation for everyone.

that Francie and Nancee have done. They
have given us a wonderful foundation from
which to work and a great jumping-off point.
I think we' ve put together a really good
program and now I think we can go anywhere with it. The change from Nancee to
Chris Barbee and Francie to me provides us
with the opportunity to introduce some fresh
ideas. We want to touch a lot more alumni.
That's our main goal. We want people to
come back and enjoy the campus, get
involved with the university. We want to

GVM: Are there many of your
constituents who you haven't reached yet?
Bickford: There are a lot of people we
haven' t reached yet. We' re trying to establish
more of a personal touch now. We' re asking
our board members to make call s to our
alums, and get them involved. Every grad is a
member of the Alunmi Association ; there are
no dues, you graduate and you ' re in it.
There's no press ure, but everyone is welcome
to get involved. It's just a matter of findin g
things people want to do and getting them

provide service opportunities for the board .
For example, this spring we hope to get
involved with Habitat for Humanity; we
talked about Adopt a Highway, some school
mentoring programs.

back out to campus, or wherever we have
alumni chapters as we expand our scope
further east in Michigan and into other states.

GVM: Why is it important to have service
opportunities?
Bickford: First, to do good work and to help
the community. Second, to show the
community that Grand Valley graduates are
successful , involved people who care and

GVM: How can alumni who live far away
voice their opinions and comments?
Bickford: That's another thing that we really
want to work on. We want to enhance the
Alumni Web site (www.gvsu.edu/alumni) to
be able to get feedback, and to find out where
people are, so they can network and provide
feedback on what we're doing and what they

would like us to do. I know that Chris has
been working on that since he started here.

GVM: Do you and your wife, Nancy, have
kids?

Bickford: We just had our first baby, a boy,
on October 8. His name is Bodie.

GVM: What do you like to do when
you're not working?
Bickford: I bicycle a lot, kayak, snowboard,
run. I like outdoor stuff: camping, hiking. I
like to read. I'm a big sports fan, and I' ve
become quite a Laker fan.
GVM: The university has changed and
grown so much. How do you introduce
Grand Valley to people not familiar with
it?
Bickford: I like to talk about how much
more my degree is worth now, how much
more it means to me now, and how it's
increased in value because of all the good
people who have passed through here and the
excellent reputation of Grand Valley.
As the school has grown and its reputation
for educational excellence has grown, the
community understands more about who we
are and what we can do. That's something I
probably never would have had thought
would happen when I started here in the late
'70s.
We' re a nationall y known university, and I
think there is a lot of respect that comes with

that. If you' re fortunate enough to put Grand
Valley State University on your resume, yo u
don ' t have to explain who you are anymore,
or where it is. We have so many alumni doing
high quality work in all sorts of fields that it
has made all of our degrees worth more.
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President of Palau
returns to his alma mater

4

Grand Valley's most recent gradLiates
received words of encouragement from a
high-profile alumnus: Tommy
Remengesau, Jr. , president of the Republic
of Palau.
Remengesau, who gave the keynote
speech at the Fall 2002 commencement
ceremony, said that his experience as a
young man from a tropical nation attending
college in a foreign culture helped him
develop skills that served him well in his
political life.
"I was facing culture shock when I
came here," Remengesau said of his first
days on campus in 1975. "Grand Valley
taught me to face challenges and
overcome them, which made me a better
person later in life."
Remengesau said that the welcoming
student atmosphere was important to him
and other international students. In the
late 1970s and ' 80s, Grand Valley was
home to hundreds of Pacific Island
students as part of a U.S . exchange
program. Palau , comprised of more than
200 islands, is near Guam and the
Philippines.
Remengesau said that he responded to
the culture shock by becoming active in,
and eventually leading, Grand Valley 's
international-student organization.

"It helped me to
exercise my leadership skills," he said.
In l984, he
became Palau' s
youngest senator, and
in 1992 its youngest
vice president. He
was elected president
in 2001.
Remengesau
graduated in 1979
with a major in
criminal justice.
During commencement he received an
honorary doctorate of public service from
Grand Valley President Mark A. Murray.
He was accompanied on his visit by
another Grand Valley alumnus, Palau
Minister of Finance Elbuchel Sadang,
class of ' 78.
Despite "being buried alive in
snow," Remengesau noted that attending
college in the United States greatly
expanded his horizons about world
issues and values .
"All of that has shaped my way of
thinking and altered my perception of
how things should be and people should
be treated," he said. "It has profoundly
affected my public life. "

(Top) Tommy Remengesau, Jr.,
president of the Republic of
Palau, addresses the audience at
the fall commence ment ceremony
in Van Andel Arena in Grand
Rapids; (middle) joins Palau
Minister of Finance Elbuchel
Sadang, '78, at Van Andel
Museum; and (left) walks on a
tour through Meijer Gardens with
GVSU Director of Galleries and
Collections Henry Matthews.
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Grad in second class
recalls Grand Valley's early days
- by Gordon Beld
Ga ry B urbriclge's love of hi story started
in a classroom at Creston High School in
Grand Rapids and blossomed on what he
describes as the "fro ze n wasteland" of the
Gra nd Valley campus.
"I cleci clecl that I was not only going to
maj or in history, but I was going to teach,"
B urbridge said.
He also determined that he wo uld pro babl y prefer to teach at the college leve l
rather than in a secondary school. " I
reali zed I didn ' t want to teach high school
students. I was n't sure I wa nted to teach
' me,"' he said.
T hose resolutions were fulfill ed a
decade later when Burbridge began teaching
hi story at what was then Grand Rapids
Juni or College. He's been at Grand Rapids
Community College for 25 years, currently
serving as ass istant to the provos t and
clean of the School of Arts and Sciences.
When he was in high school, Burbridge
wanted to attend The University of
Michiga n until his counselor advi sed
differently. Hi s counselor sugges ted he
consider "a bra nd-new coll ege ."
"It sounded li ke an interestin g place,
and the idea that it was new was fascinating,"
he sa id. "So I applied and was accepted in
the second class at Grand Valley."
P leased about hi s role in Gra nd Valley 's
early hi story, B urbridge reminisced: "It
may sound strange to say there 's a certain
fo ndness in the memory of being in what
seemed a frozen wasteland in the midd le
of winter, strugg ling to get from one
class room to the next on a campus wi th
just three buildings and a froze n parkin g
lot. It was pretty miserab le at the time, but
those are fo nd memories no w."
Among Burbriclge's other memori es of
early clays at Grand Valley are those of
helping to put together a fo reign film
series on campus, taking part in civil ri ghts
protests, and getting in vol vecl in theater
produ ctions. Burbridge spoke fondl y of
Gra nd Valley's first faculty members.
"T here we ren' t many of them, because
it was a small school," he said. "But they
were ded icated . They had to have been to

Gary Bu rbridge, '68, in his GRCC office, reflects on the early days at Grand Valley.

come to this brand-new schoo l and try
somethin g different."
He has particular praise fo r G lenn A.
Niemeyer, who later became provost and
vice president for Academic Affairs.
"Gl enn was a history professor then,
and I was a history major," Burbridge said.
"He ra n a ti ght ship and scared the

"It sounded like an interesting
place, and the idea that it was
new was fascinating. So I
applied and was accepted in the
second class at Grand Valley."
-

Gary Burbridge

day light out of his students. But he go t
good work out of us, and he helped me to
understand that what I was getting into
was n' t just somethin g that was fu n but
also was going to be a lot of wo rk."
He also recalled how impressed he was
when he and other students were in the
cafeteria and James Zumberge, G rand
Valley's first president, would eat lunch
with them.
''There 's no question that my love of
knowledge and learning was inspired by
the people I studied wi th at Grand Valley,"

Burbridge said .
After graduating fro m Gra nd Valley, he
continued to stud y hi story at Ball State
U ni versity, where he earned a master 's
degree and started work toward a doctorate.
Burbridge worked at the Builders and
Trades Exchange in Gra nd Rapids for a
few years before he learned that GRJC
was looking for someone to teach a history
course.
Burbridge continues to teach courses in
sociology and anthropology. He also
manages the School of Arts and Sciences
and, as assistant to the provost, sits on the
college 's cabinet and is involved with
special projects. GRCC has nearly 240
full -time fa culty members and 25 0 adjunct
teachers who provide instruction for about
20 ,000 students.
Burbridge is an active Grand Rapids
community member and serves on the
World Affairs Coun cil board, Gra nd
Rapids Area Humani ties Council, and John
Ball Zoologica l Soc iety Board . He is also
nearing co mpletion of a doctorate at Union
Institute in Cincinnati. Hi s dissertation
topic is the novels of Native American
author Linda Hogan, research B urbridge
hopes to publish.

•••
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Alumnus remains committed
to social change in the Balkans
- by Nancy Willey

-~

4

As graduation day drew near last
December, Grand Valley political science
major Erion Veliaj was faced with two
; widely divergent career paths. He could
work at the United Nations, where he had
served as a delegate for the 200 l U.N.
World Conference Against Raci sm, or
join a grassroots social crusade in
impoverished Albania, his nati ve country.
He put it simply: "Between a high-pay' ing job in the U.N. and a sati sfy ing
citizens' campaign for my own people in
Albania, I chose the second. " The 2002
graduate began the new year as campaign
director for Enough! , a countryw ide effort
to improve li ving conditions in Albania.
Veliaj 's choice didn't surpri se Grand
Valley politi cal science chair John
Constantelos, who called his former student
a "shining star" of the department.
Veliaj 's resume includes managing relief
efforts for Kosovar refu gees, participating
in post-apartheid reconciliation initi atives
in South Africa, and co-founding a
leadership-training organization for
Balkan yo uth. He has consulted with the
U.S. and European government age ncies,
traveled to more than 60 countries, and is
fluent in at least four languages. He did
this all by the time he was 22.
"He's done more in his 22 yea rs than
most of us would ever hope to do,"
Constantelos said. "He's the most
enterprising student I' ve met. "
Veli aj 's life seems to have revo lved
around humanitarian ethics from the
beginning. His father died when he was
11 , and Veliaj was left to fe nd largely for
himself as Albania was making a
turbulent shift from communism to
democracy. He fo und a niche in working
with orphans and street children.
"Coming fro m a semi-orphan bac kground myself, I was just trying to look
out for peop le that, I suppose, needed
help .. . or do for others what others had
clone for me when I was grow ing up," he
explained.
That pull to provide help where it was
needed followed him to the United States
in 1998, where he was named an honorary
citizen of Memphis, Tenn. , for his wo rk
wi th orphanages . Veliaj was a freshman at
28 I Spring 2003

Grand Valley when the war in Kosovo
broke out in 1999, drawing him back to
the Balkans to manage re lief efforts for a
settlement of 1,000 Kosovar refugees.
By 2000, Veliaj and hi s friends some of whom, li ke Veli aj , were national
debate champions - had seen too much
of the devastation that war a d political
corrupti on wreak.
"Quite frankl y, we thought we were
just too smart to waste our time fi xing
what dictators broke in their own
countries," Veli aj said.
Instead, they foc used their attention on
the region's future leaders, and found ed
Balkans YouthLink. Veli aj directed the
organization 's Youth Leadership Institute,
which asse mbled the bri ghtest students
from throughout the Balkan region and
gave them a unique assignment: work
together and run your own fictional
country.
"We were the first organi zation to get
Albanians, Serbs, Bosnians, Macedoni ans,
and Croats together in thi s type of
insti tution," he said . "These are kids who
have grown up with prejudice since the
first day they went to school - and now
they' re holding hands and [participating]
on the same debate team, in the same
economic group, the same parliamentary
com mi ssion, running the same political
party. I think that's what unites people. "
In 2001 Balkans YouthLink was
commended by the U.S. Congress, and
has since been featured on the BBC and
Voi ce of America and received
international praise.
Veliaj 's new mi ssion with Enough! is
to brin g about a "social earthquake," as he
called it, and mobili ze fe llow Albanians
- still recovering from fo ur decades of
communi st rule - to reverse the massive
corrupti on and poverty that continue to
blight their country.
As he was flying aro und the world and
engaging in a dizzy ing array of acti viti es,
Ve li aj kept up on hi s studies, graduating
with an enviabl e GPA and the di stinction
of being named Distingui shed
International Student three years in a row.
He ca ll s his four years at Grand Valley "a
fa ntastic experi ence," due in large part to

Erion Veliaj, '02, is lauded for his
human itarian work in the Balkans.

faculty 's foc us on teaching.
"I've had professors who are always
here and committed to teaching, always
with an open door to help me catch up,"
he said . "In a sense, I reall y got the best
of both worlds."

Excerpt from the
U.S. Congressional
Record
Recorded October 29, 2001
Rep. Tom Lantos (D-Calif.)
Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues
to join me in recognizing the
remarkable accomplishments of a
budding organization dedicated
to the empowerment and unity of
youth throughout the Balkan
region. The Balkans Youthlink has
emerged from the devastation of
war to create a positive future for
young people in that region .

Read the full text and more about
Balkans Youthlink at
www.balkansyouth.org.
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Laker alums worldwide
enjoy championship game
The magic of
GVSU's march to the
NCAA Di vision II
football championship was shared
with alumni and
friends all around the
globe. The team kept
its part of the
bargain , hustling through the playoffs and
beating Valdosta State, 31-24.
Laker fans everywhere had a chance to
follow their favorites via the Internet. T he
WMFN-AM 640 radio feed , with Dick
Nelson and Dan McLean, ' 93, calling the
action , was carried via a link on the GVSU
Web site for each regular season and playoff
game. Special streamed Web casts of the
playoff games at Lubbers Stadium gave
alumni as far away as Peru, Europe, and the
Western Pacific the chance to see their team.
Arthy Nena, ' 83, watched from
Micronesia. "Absolutely amazing '" Nena
said . "I had to wake up at 3 a.m. Sunday
morning to watch the game. I watched from
start to finish! "
David Fishbein, '82, lives in Israel. "Let
me express my thanks that you are reaching
out, over time and space to alumni like me
who are so very far away. It is nice to know
the ties have not been severed," he said.
Grand Valley 's Alumni Relations Office
and the Alumni Association teamed with
Damon's Grill s around the country to
arrange TV parties during the championship
game, which was televised on ESPN.
Damon 's Grills welcomed GVSU groups in
Denver, and Tampa, as well as Grand
Rapids, Canton, Sterling Hei ghts, Flint,
Grand Haven, Lansing, and Kalamazoo.
Other organized parties for alumni and
friends were held in Washington, D.C. ,
Arizona, Indiana, and Washington.
"We wanted Lakers everywhere to have a
chance to see the game, even if they cou ldn't
be with us in Florence, Alabama," said Cluis
Barbee, '88, director of Alunmi Relations.
"Damon's and the other locations that took
part did a great job in helping us generate
spirit and allowing our alums and friends to
share in a very special moment for Grand
Valley."

(Above) Grand Valley students and
supporters rally near Bra ly Stad ium . They
mobbed the charter buses that delivered
the Laker team to the stadium for the
game.
(Right) Laker fans at Damon 's in Grand
Haven celebrate during the championship
game.
(Below) Laker footba ll alumn i (from left)
Tony Malinowski, '92, Jack Hu ll, '91, Jim
Schaap, '76, Bob Mitchell, and Mike
Flannery, '91, were among the 5,000 who
made the trip to Florence, Alabama, on
December 14 to watch the Lakers win the
NCAA Division II football championship.
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Alumna sculptor creates
work for alumni house
Draw ing on her
considerable talent and
experience, alumna Mary
Ellen Mac Na ughton, ' 76,
has created a sculpture
th at is displayed in the
Emeritu s Study of Grand
Valley 's Alumni Hou se
and Vi sitor Center.
The colorful and enigmatic
work, "Seekers of Truth ,"
was commissioned and funded
in part by a gift from retired
professors Dani el and Dori s
Andersen. The glazed ceramic sc ulpture is intended
to complement the theme of learning, said Mac
Naughton, who grad uated from Grand Valley's
Thomas Jefferson College.
"Learning is ongoing," she said. "We are
enriched by it. The work, too, is ongoing, as it is
constantly being watched and di scovered ."
Mac Naughton said that the four fi gureheads are
symboli c of human talents, tendencies, strengths,
and grow th. She said the hand represents striving,
putting to work ideas conceived by the human
mind, which is represented by the bird atop the
fema le figure .
Mac Naughton has ex hibi ted her works in Grand
Rap ids, Muskego n, Traverse City, Saugatuck, and
Ch icago. She wo rks in clay, mi xed media mosaics,
and paints in acry li cs and oils.

Mary Ellen Mac Naughton, '76, stands below her sculpture, 'Seekers of Truth,' in the
Alumni House and Visitor Center. She's joined by Gallery Director and Curator Henry
Matthews, left, and Alumni Relations Director Chris Barbee, '88.

-------------------------

... -------------------------

Ceglarek named school superintendent at Baldwin
Nicholas Ceglarek, ' 96 and '99, was
named superintendent of the Baldwin
Community School system in Lake County on
October 22.
The 30-year-old Ceglarek is a form er Laker
quatterback ( 1993-95). He earned a bachelor's
degree in mathematics then gained teaching
certifi cati on in 1996. He was a candidate for a
Rhodes Scholarship in mathematics during his
senior yeai· at Grand Valley.
Nicholas Ceglarek, '96 and '99, oversees
the public schools in Baldwin, in Lake
County.
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He emned a master 's degree in education
and served as assistant principal at Rockford
High School. Attending Grand Valley is a
fa mily affa ir as Ceglarek's mother, Catherine,
superintendent of Allendale Public Schools,
earned a master 's in edu cation from GVSU
and his wife, Darcy Terpstra, received a
bachelor 's degree in sociology in 1992.
The Ceglareks have one son, Colson, 2.

I
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Laker Hall of Fame
adds four standouts
More than 200 people attended the
annual Charles H. Irwin Ath letic Fund
Dinner and Hall of Fame induction
ceremonies during Homecoming Weekend
to celebrate the accompli shments of four
' outstanding Lakers.
Former footba ll coach Tom Beck,
baseball standout Terry Sm ith, ' 82,
basketba ll star Marie Thom as , '95, and the
late athl etics administrator Rob Odejewski ,
' 93, were welcomed into the Hall of Fame.
f,- ll -Ameri ca athletes Julie Upmeyer
(swimming) and Jason VanEl st (track and
field) were honored as male and fema le
Scho lar-Athl etes of the Yea r for 2002.
Beck 's Laker footba ll teams earned
GLIAC and MIFC championships and
NCAA tournament berths in 1989 and
1990. In six seasons, he guided the Lakers
to an overall record of 50- l 8.
Sm ith starred fo r Grand Valley as an
All-America second baseman , completing
hi s four-year career as the most prolific

offensive performer in school history. He
had a career .397 batting average, wi th
201 hits, 29 home runs and 14 tripl es.
Thomas was a fo ur-time basketball
letter winner and a three-time All -GLIAC
choice. A stron g Frontli ne player, she
scored l ,610 points and grabbed 934
rebounds, lead ing the Lakers in those
categori es for three years.
Odejewsk i, who died in Apri l 2002,
was remembered as an enthusiastic
innovator and tire less Laker athletics
advocate. He served as assistant ath letic
director for marketing and promotions
from 1996 until hi s death. The new weight
training faci lity at the Lubbers Stadium
Complex was named in Odejewski's
honor. His widow, Amanda, accepted the
Hall of Fame awa rd .
Ester Burns, senior purchasing buyer,
received the annual ac hievement award
for he lping coord inate the NCAA golf
champ ionships at Grand Valley.

------------------------

...

Tom Beck

Marie Thomas

Calendar 2003
April 19 Football Spring Game, Cash Draw.
April 25 Distinguished Alumni and
Outstanding Educator Dinner, Alumni House.
April 26 Commencement, Van Andel Arena,
Grand Rapids.
May Alumni Trave l Program, Departures for
London. *
May 17 Alumni Association
Board of Directors Meeting, DeVos Center.
May through June Alumni Trave l Program,
Departures for Ch ina.*

fL

June 23-Ju ly 5 Alumni Trave l Program, Alaska
Discover Land/Cruise Tour.*
June 28 Footba ll Alumni Golf Outing, The
Meadows.
July 13-21 Alumn i Trave l Progra m, A lu mni
Co llege in Chi anti, Italy.*
August Alumni Travel Program, Departures
for Paris.*
August 5 Corky Meinecke Memorial Go lf
Outing, The Meadows.
August 8-10 Alumni Travel Program, SS
Badger Lake Michigan Voyag e.*

* For more information on t!ie 2003 GVSU Alumni Travel

Program, contact Kim Schmidt, '88 and '00,
in Alumni Relations at 616-331-3592 or 1-800-558-0541, or via e-mail at schmidtk@gvsu .edu . .
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Careers

1960s
Alan Parker, B.S., 1969, is the technology specialist
at Frank Porter Graham Elementary Schoo l in
C hapel Hill , North Caro lina. He manages the
co mputer network and helps educators to
integrate techno logy into classrooms.

1970s
~

·•

4

Linda Parker, B.A., 1970, is the director of the
Co llege and Career Information Center at East
Chapel Hi ll Hi g h School in Chapel Hill , North
Caro lina. She earned a master's degree in school
counseling prior to becoming career deve lopment
coordinator for C hape l Hill -Carrboro C ity
Schoo ls.
Elissa (Witkowski) Simon, B.A., 1974, is the
medi cal records supervisor o ver tran scription at
the Uni versity of Connecticut Hea lth Center in
Farmington, Connecti cut.
Bruce Willett, B.B .A., 1974, was named finan cial
advisor for Robert W. Ba ird and Co. in Tra verse
C ity. He is past president and current member of
the Traverse C ity Econo mic Club and Optim ist
C lub of Traverse City.
Dante James, B.S., 1976, is the executi ve producer
of "Thi s Far by Faith ," a six-part PB S se ries on
the faith and spiritu ality of Afri can-A meri cans. In
November, he began production of a four-pa rt
series on slavery in Ameri ca, to ai r o n PBS next
year.
Karl Schrumpf, B.S., 1978, recei ved the salesperson
of the year award for the Mid-A tlanti c Di vision of
Kimball Offi ce, a divi s io n of Kimball
International.
William Swartz, B.A., 1978, is the d irec tor of
media servi ces fo r Wayne-Westland Community
Schools in Westland. Swartz received a master's
degree in library science from Wayne State
University in 1997, and worked as a media
specia li st for six years at John F. Kennedy Hi gh
School in Taylor.

1980s
David Baum , B.S., 1980, an environmental health
spec iali st at Boulder County Health De partment in
Bou lder, Colorado, was se lected by the National
Sanitation Foundati o n to participate o n a task
group to deve lo p a national standard for the design
and construction of mob il e units and kiosks used
in the retai l food indu stry.
Mark DePree, B.S ., 1980, released hi s third
inde pendently produ ced CD , Under th e Mystic
Moon , a mi xture of fo lk, rock, country, and blues.
DePree is also the ow ner of Aartvark Productions,
an audio recording and g raphic arts des ign fac ili ty.
W. Dean La Douceur, B.S., 1983, is an accoun t
executive for Comtech Capital in Troy.
Robert Swierbut, B.S., 1985, is a se ni or leas ing
re presentative w ith Acad ia Rea lty Tru st in Port
Was hington , ew York. Swierbut had served as a
commercial rea l estate broker fo r NA I Hiffm an in
C hi cago.
Brian Reese, B.S., 1986, was named director of
foot ball operation s at Vanderbilt University in
Nashville, Tennessee. Reese had served as head
ath letic trainer for eight years at Furman
Uni versity.
Gary Erwin, B.S ., 1989, comp leted his fi rst work
of fict ion , Trail Crossing Sixteen Counties , a book
of sho rt stories, and is seeking a publi sher. One
sho rt story earned a Pushcart Pri ze no mination in
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1993. Erwin is the d irector o f communicatio ns and
lecturer of humanities and communication at
Kettering Uni versity in Fli nt.

Thomas Santarlas, B.S., 1989, received a master's
degree fro m the Uni versity of Baltimore in I 993,
and a doctorate from Capell a Uni versity in 2002.
Steven Vander Clay, B.S., 1989, is working for
Un limi ted Security Agency, based in Washington,
D.C. , and he lps the Federal Protecti ve Serv ice
Police to provide security fo r all the federal
bui ld ings in Michigan.

1990s
Lisa (Ferenz) Bancuk, B.S., 1990, and M.P.A.,
2002, se lected as the Ho ll and Po li ce De partment
Offi cer of the Year in 200 I, was named the first
female sergeant in the department's history.
Shellie (Helmker) Cholke, B.S., 990, has joined
Sunri se Assisted Li vin g as exec uti ve director in
the Chicago area. Sunri se is a national organi zation
dedi cated to an alternative lo ng-term care opt io n
for se ni ors that emphasizes quali ty' of life and
quali ty of care .
Daniel Hurley, B.S., 1990, received a doctorate in
publi c affa irs and ad mi ni stration in December
from Western M ichi gan University. He serves as
assistant to the president and co-director of the
Career In stitute for Educatio n and Workforce at
Ferri s State University.
Michael Kirtley, B.B.A., 1991, was promoted to
director of sales and marketing for the di stributi o n
and compounding operatio ns at Delta Pol ymers in
Sterling Heights. He is a lso president of the
Detroit Sectio n of Plastics Eng ineers.
Charlene Littrell , B.A. , 1992, is an officer and
manage ment recruiter for Suntru st Bank in
Atl anta, Georgia.
Joseph Hamburge1; B.B.A., 1993, is a supplemental
benefi ts spec iali st for Ri verfro nt Fi nancia l Group
in Grand Rapids.
Alexander Schmidt, B.B.A., 1993, is an adjunct
professor of techno logy at Nashvill e State Tech
Community College and works as a senior finan cial
ana lyst fo r Doane Pet Care in Brentwood,
Tennessee. Schmidt ea rned a master 's of bu siness
admini stration degree fro m Te nn essee State
Uni versity.
Jennifer Slater, M.S.W., 1994, is working as a
sa les assistant at Ho li day In n in Spring Lake .
Charles Bron, B.S.E., 1995, has accepted a
fu ll -time National Guard pos iti o n in a Lan sing
fi e ld artillery unit. He is a trainin g officer and was
pro moted to captain.
Joanna Carey, B.B.A., 1995, speaker and author,
pub li shed her first book, Rat Race Relaxer: Your
Potential & Th e Ma ze of Life.
Kelly (Aldrich) Hildebrand , B.S., 1995, jo ined
Tower A utomoti ve of Grand Rapids as a benefits
anal yst fo r the Tota l Co mpensati on Team.
Hilde brand prev iou sly worked for Blue Cross
Blue Shi e ld of Mi chi gan.
Brent Newhouse, B.S., 1995, was promoted to
scienti st with Pfi zer G lo bal Resea rch and
Deve lopment in Ann Arbor. He has been work ing
within the Pharmacy Operations g roup fo r the last
seven years.
Gary Burmeister, Jr., B.A., 1996, is the owner of
Burmeister Creative in Ho lt. The company's services
inc lude account man agement, event management,
g raphic des ig n, Web site desig n and photog raphy.
Thomas Dickerson, M.S.T., 1996, senior manager
of Andrews Hooper and Pav li k PLC, co-auth ored

an article on partnership taxation that was published
in the Journal of Taxation.

Ma1tha Farrar, B.S., 1996, has j o ined Delphi in
Dayton, Oh io, as a senior buyer.
April McGrath, B.A., 1996, was named human
resources d irector for the City of Grand Haven.
Stephen Harrison, B.S., 1997, wi ll graduate from
Kirksvi lle Schoo l of Osteopathic Med icine in
Kirksv ille, Mi ssouri , o n June I.
Melinda (Byars) Buurma, B.S., 1998, has joined
Howard & Howard Attorneys PC in Fow lerville.
Buurma concentrates o n intellectual property law
and related li ti gation . She graduated cum laude
with a law degree from the Thomas M. Cooley
Law Schoo l in January 2002.
Mildred Johnson, B.B.A ., 1998, and M.B .A.,
2001, was promoted to assistant vice preside nt of
the accounting department at Mercantile Bank of
West Mi chi gan.
Sandra (Rau) MacPhee, B.S., 1998, earned a
doctor of optometry degree from M ichi gan
Coll ege of Optometry at Ferri s State University.
She compl eted her intern ship at the Garrett Eye
and Laser Center in Marq uette, and is the new
doctor of optometry there.
Joshua Maggetti, B.S., 1998, is an e ig hth-grade
math and sc ie nce teac her in the Fraser Publ ic
School Di stri ct.
Rebecca (Schultz) Rademacher, B.A., 1998,
earned a master's degree in educati o n from St.
Mary 's Uni versity in Minnesota.
Jason Roberts, B.S., 1998, earned a doctor of
medicine degree w ith high di stinctio n on June 6,
2002, from the Wayne State Uni versity School of
Medicine.

2000s
Jenna Munn, B.A., 2000, is the program coordinator
at the Cou ncil on Fore ig n Re lati ons in
Washing ton , D.C.
Jodi VanclerVelde, B.S., 2000, is the Caledonia
junior varsity g irl s' basketba ll coach. In hi gh
schoo l VanderVelde, who al so pl ayed for GVSU,
was named Ca ledonia 's Female Athl ete of the Year
in 1995.
William Walkowiak, B.S., 2000, is an indu strial
hygieni st for environment and sa fety wi th
Pharmac ia in Kalamazoo.
Elaine (Hoover) Spencer, B.S., 2001, j o ined
Johnson Contro ls Automotive Systems Group of
Holland in 2002 as a safety eng ineer.

Marriages

1970s
Karl Schrumpf, B.S., 1978, and Susan Brooks o n
August 17, 200 I.

1980s
Linda Vojtko, B.S. , 1987, and Je ffrey Hoffman o n
June 15, 2002.

1990s
Brent Ashcroft, B.A., 1991, and Lori C lark, on
October 12, 2002.
Randall Bowman, B.A., 1992, and Ju li e Coffey
o n November 7, 2002 .
Wilma (Katie) Coomer, B.B.A. and B.A., 1992,
and Dav id Warner on January I, 2003.
Becky Slushe1; B.S.W., 1994, and Brent Thelen

ALUMNI !BRIEFS
on September 28, 2002.

John Keyser, B.S. , 1995, and Ileana Valdes on
March 17, 2002 .
Suzanne Vier, B.A ., 1995, and Jason Loeb on
September 28, 2002.
Michael Allore, B.A., 1996, and Jennifer Groome
on October 5, 2002.
Sarah Novak, B.S., 1996, and M.S., 1999; and
Thomas Bri stol on November 9, 2002.
Susan Carman, B.S., 1997, and M.S., 1999, and
Benj amin Davenport on June 8, 2002.
r

Jay Edwards, B.B.A., 1997, and Lauri e Dempsey
on August 24, 2002 .
Laura Faust, B.B.A., 1998, and Mi chae l Stee le on
Jul y 27, 2002.
Kendra Folkertsma, B.S., 1998, and Rob Dodge
on June I, 2002.
Rita Kais, B. S., 1998, and M.S., 2002, and Nizar
Hatoum on October 13, 2002.
J.oshua Maggetti, B.S., 1998, and Tracy Chitti ck
on November 9, 2002.
Lisa Olthof, B.S., 1998, and Cliffton Young, B.A.,
1999, on October 2 1, 2000.
Angela Falbe, B.S., 1999, and Brett Viles on
August 3, 2002.

2000s
Stacey Allore, B.S., 2000, and Mi chae l Detri ck on
June 22, 2002.
Britani Brown, B.S., 2000, and Vincent Kuebler on
August 3, 2002.
Dawn Schneider, B.S., 2000, and Jeffrey Fedewa
on October 19, 2002.
Kristen Anderson, B.S., 2001 , and Matthew Geik,
B.S., 2001, on June I , 2002.
Debra Bouterse, B.B.A. , 2001, and Bryan Fix on
May 25, 2002.
Amy Collins, B.B.A., 2001 , and Ni ck Scott on June
15, 2002.
Paula Elliott, B.S., 2001 , and Justin Kiel, B.B.A.,
2002, on June 22, 2002 .
Elaine Hoover, B.S., 2001, and Matthew Spencer
on August 2, 2002.
Karena Kleiver, M.S., 2001 , and Travis Gurd on
October 20, 2002.
Laura Ososkie, B.A ., 2001 , and David Harkema on
August I 0, 2002.
John Rhodes, B.S., 2001, and Nancy Moore on
September 2, 2002.
Julie Brown, B.S., 2002, and Gregory Camp on
August I 0, 2002.
Heather Hass, B.S., 2002, and Ryan DeBoer on
May 25, 2002.
Andrea Hawkins, B.S.N., 2002, and Cody Helm s
on October 19, 2002.
Jenn ifer Irwin, B.S ., 2002, and Phillip Tackett on
October 26, 2002.
Mel issa Jansen, B.A., 2002, and Matthew
Kurnava, B.A., 2001, on June 14, 2002.
Lisa Lubbers, B.S., 2002, and Michael Van
Ommen, B.B.A., 2001, on July 13, 2002.
Karen Thurow, B.S., 2002, and Andrew Gavin,
B.S., 2000, on June 15, 2002.
Jean Whitney, B.A., 2002, and Bram Bors- Koefoed
on August 17, 2002.

Bi rths

1980s

to Lisa (Hewitt) Siemiantkowski, B.S., 1996, and
her hu sband Phillip. Sarah is we lcomed by her
brother Benj amin . The famil y lives in Pontiac .

A son, Bodie, on October 8, 2002, to Bryan
Bickford, B.S., 1983, and his wife Nancy Haynes.
The family resides in Grand Rapid s.

A son , Gavin Ward, on September 12, 2002, to
Hayley (Russell) Turne1; B.A., 1998, and her husband
Chris . The famil y li ves in Las Vegas, Nevada.

A daughter, Rachel Esther, on Jul y 2, 2002, to Paul
Nicholson, B.B.A., 1987, and hi s wife Diane.
Rachel is welcomed by her brother Danie l. The
famil y lives in Kentwood.

A son , Andrew Mauri ce, on Jul y 10, 200 l , to Jill
(Maley) Weber, B.S., 1998, and her hu sband Jeff.
The family res ides in Byron Center.

1990s
A son, Elijah Kennan , on May 3 1, 2002, to
Melinda (Nykamp) Cook, B.S.N., 1991, and her
husband Kevin. Elijah is we lcomed by brother
Mason and sister Maleia. The fam il y li ves in
Zee land.
A daughter, Oli via Mary, on Jul y 21, 2002, to Julie
(Henke) Erwin, B.A., 1991, and Gary Erwin ,
B.S., 1989. Olivia is welcomed by her brother
Zachary. T he famil y res ides in Oxford .
A son , Jacob Michael , on August 25, 2002, to
Michael Kirtley, B.B.A., 1991, and hi s wife
Xandrea. The famil y lives in Romeo.
A son, Drew Nathanae l, on May 3, 2002, to Julie
(Foster) Embry, B.B.A., 1992, and her hu sband
Shawn. The fami ly resides in Murfrees boro,
Tennessee.
A son , Eric McDonald, on October I , 2002, to
Michael Kolar, B.S., 1992, and hi s wife Barbara.
Eric is we lcomed by hi s siste r Carolyn. The fa mil y
li ves in East Lansing.
A son , Sean Charles, on Febru ary I 5, 2002, to
Kimberly (Kuha) Becker, B.M., 1993, and her
hu sband James. Sean is welcomed by hi s sister
Brittany. The family resides in Macomb.
A daughter, Emi ly Charlotte, on August 11 , 2002, to
Elizabeth (Calderone) Holmberg, B.S ., 1993, and
Richard Holmberg, B.S., 1991. Emil y is
we lcomed by her brother Cal eb and sister
Gabriella. The fami ly li ves in Grand Haven.
A son, Luke James, on March 20, 2002, to Ju lie
(A lderson) Malenich, B.S., 1993, and her hu sband
Matthew. Luke is welcomed by hi s brother
Mitche ll. The famil y resides in Mt. Morri s.
A son, Austin Hunter, on May 24, 2002, to
Kimberly (Notestine) Pallottini , B.S.E., 1993, and
Samuel Pallottini, B.S.E., 1993, and M. B.A.,
2002. Austin is wel comed by hi s brother As hton.
The fa mily lives in Lowe ll.
Twin s, Abi gai l Loui se and Hannah Mari e, on
Nove mber 22, 2002, to Michelle (Case) Johnson ,
B.S.N. 1994, and her husband Gary. The fa mil y
res ides in Grand Rapids.

A daughter, Logen Kri stine, on March 19, 2002, to
Sara (Koerner) Crandall, B.S., 1999, and her
hu sband Mark. The fa mil y li ves in Battle Creek.

2000s
A daughter, Lilli an Luc ill e, on January 2 1, 2002, to
Jennifer (Hamilton) Smith, B.S., 2000, and her
hu sband Mike. The fa mil y res ides in Ka lamazoo.
A son , Jaelen Joseph , on September 13, 2002, to
Randy KeqJerien, B.S., 2001 , and hi s wife An gela.
The family li ves in San Antoni o, Texas.
A dau ghter, Callie Fay, on November 2 1, 2001, to
Julie (Russell-Porath) Smith , M.P.A., 2001 , and
her husband All en. The famil y res ides in Plainwell.
A daughter, Natali e Joy, on September 28, 2002, to
Rebekah Butcher, B.S., 2002, and her hu sband
Tim. The famil y li ves in Spring Lake .

In Memoriam
James "Jimmy" Walker, Grand Rapids, Mi chi gan ,
GVS U associate professor o f crimin al justi ce, on
January 16, 2003.
Robert Shechtman, Grand Rapids, Mi chi gan,
GVSU mu sic professor, on December 4, 2002.
Michael Czerew, Grand Rapids, Mi chi gan, B.S.,
1973, on February I 6, 1999.
Cheryl Drake, Grand Rapids, Mi chi gan , B.S.,
1974, on December 7, 2002.
Julia Sharpe, Hastin gs, Mi chi gan, B.S. , 1974, on
November 28, 2002.
Gael Larr, Fort Smith, Montana, B.S., 1976, on
October 16, 2002.
Marilyn Eaddy, Kentwood, Mi chigan, M.Ed .,
1977, on January 6, 2003.
Lisa (Dingman) Barber, Co mstock Park,
Mi chi gan , B.S. , 1980, and M.Ed. , 1990, on October
16, 2002.
Dale Fountain, Cedar River, Mi chi gan, B.S. , 1980,
on June 13, 2002 .
Elizabeth Laubach , Muskegon, Mi chi gan , M.Ed. ,
1987 , on January 5, 2003.
Schanda Plank, Grand Rapids, Mi chi gan , B. S.,
1987, on September 2 1, 2002.

A daughter, Lauren Emil y, on Jul y 24, 2002, to
Amy (Hitesman) Phelps, B.S., 1994, and William
Phelps, B.S., 1992, and M. P.A., 2001. Lauren is
we lcomed by her brother Nicholas and sister
Margo . The fami ly li ves in Zee land.

William Ansara, Newaygo, Michi gan, B.S., 1992,
on November 28, 2002.

A daughter, Gi selle Arianna, on November 2, 2002,
to Wendolynn (Rice) Pizzo, B.B.A., 1994, and her
hu sband Julian. The fa mil y resides in Apex, North
Carolina.

Mark VanDyke, Jonesv ill e, Mi chi gan, B.S ., 1997 ,
on Septe mber I , 2002.

A daughter, Loryn Amber, on October 23 , 2002, to
Tracee (Nolan) Bartley, B.S., 1995, and her
hu sband Edward. The family li ves in Nil es.
Twin s, a daughter, Corin Frances, and a son, Cole
Theodore, on June 28, 2002, to Jennifer (Driscoll)
Kraai, B.S., 1996, and her husband Dirk. The
fa mil y resides in All endale.

Jennifer DuBois, Grand Haven, Mi chi gan , B.S.,
1996, on October 4 , 2002.

Stephanie Grenke, Marqu ette, Mi chi gan , B.S.,
1999, on November 6, 2002 .
Aaron DeRochcr, Hudso nvill e, Mi chi gan , B. S.,
200 I , on November I 0, 2002.
To submit a bri ef for an upco ming issue o f Grand
Valley Maga zine, send an e- mail to Kim Schmidt,
' 88 and ' 00, at schmidtk @gvsu.edu , or mail it to
GV SU Alumni Relati ons, 207 Alu mni House,
I Campu s Dri ve, All endale, Ml 4940 I

A daughter, Sarah E li zabeth , on October 14, 2002,
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hmsky is
building an
orphanage and
changing young
lives in
Matamoros,
Mexico.
-
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by Mary Eilleen Lyon

OFF ITHE PATH
I

'City of Children

I

t's the memories of his childhood. It's
the chance meeting on an airplane. It's
the sou lful stare of too many children.
It's his dream .
There's not one motivating factor behind
John Shinsky's tireless efforts to build an
orphanage and a better future for children in
Matamoros, Mexico. There are many
reasons - all encased in a life of passion,
a life of sp irituality.
" I believe it's faith . I prayed for 30 yea rs
to do this," Shinsky said . "As I kept getting
older, I ' d ask, ' When am I going to do this,
Lord? Am I going to be one of those peo ple
who just keep ta lking about this?"'
Shinsky ended up on a plane talking to
just the ri ght person when his work with
education and his dream of building an
orp hanage merged. He's spent nearly 30
years in education, most with Lansing Public
Schools. He 's spent the last year and a half
as director of th e Leadersh ip and Human
Services Un it for Grand Valley 's School of
Education.
" I was providing training in Texas,"
Shinsky explained. "I sat next to a young
man who said he was going to work at an
orphanage. He said it was bad, had rats, and
the kids slept on cement slabs."
Shinsky asked the young man to send
him information and a few months later, he

was visiting the orphanage. He has a pi cture
of himself surrounded by children and
co nfides th at just l O feet away, the gro und is
soaked with urine from a pipe leadin g away
from the children 's bathroom. That orphanage
is about five miles away from the one he 's
bui lding.
"After I saw the children l asked, ' What
can r do to help?' I thought they ' d say th ey
need food and clothes, but they sa id they
need a new orphanage," he sa id.
That's all Shinsky needed to hear. He
knows first hand what ch ildren w ithout the
loving, protecting arms of parents need . He
spent four years, until he was 12 yea rs old,
in a Catholic orphanage in Parm a, Oh io. He
then went to li ve with a foster fa mil y.
Shinsky found his footin g on the footba ll
fie ld and got a scholarship to play at
Michigan State University in th e ea rly '70s.
" I've been blessed with abi li ty and
opportunity. I can enjoy what I have, but at
the same time, I have to give back," he
stressed. " I have to help all these youn g
people who don't have opportunities."
Shinsky is philosophical abo ut his past
and realizes with gratitude that it's g iven
him hi s warmth, hi s empathy.
" How can you ever criticize what yo u've
gone through, when you rea li ze it produced
what you've become?"
Shinsky has managed to marshal efforts
on both sides of the border to begin erecting
the buildings that wi ll house up to 100
orphans. The Lion s Club in Texas and the
mayo r of Matamoros, Mex ico, amon g
others, have become huge supporters of the
proj ect. Students from Michigan State have
go ne down and worked during th eir sp rin g
break. Many of his fri ends and co lleagues in
Michi gan have learned about what he's
doin g and are drawn to the cause.
" [ honestly believe it was sp iritual intervention , the way I th ink," Shinsky sa id . " It's
just too perfect not to be some type of mi rac le for this to happen. I kn ew nobod y and to
be able to put the pieces together is a blessing."
This former orphan w ith a ge ntl e hea rt
and a tenacious attitude is reali zing hi s

,

dream and changing li ves along the way from the volunteers to the children who will
li ve in C iudad de Ninos, "The City of
Children." He's bee n dow n to the site about
eight times in the last 12 months. He's
working out deta il s abo ut who controls the
land and who w ill make up th e orphanage 's
board. Shinsky wants the safe haven for
ch ildren to live on long after those who built
it are gone.
"I know what it fee ls like," he said. "I
know these kids need to be va lued. They
need to see they can be somebody and be
ab le to recognize people be li eve in them.
The people who are working on this want
them to have an opportunity fo r a future."
The hope is that chi ldren will move into
Ciudad de N inos by January 2004, when a
different type of work begins.
" I want th em to get training, develop
skills and be emp loyed in Mexico, and then
as adults, turn around and help support the
orphanage," he said.
This man with a dream has faith, it will
be so.

To learn more or to help, visit:
The City of Children
"Ciudad de Ninos"
www.shinskyorphanage.com

John Shinsky
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Relive 2002 season with highlight video, photobook
They finished what they started and now you can relive the excitement
GVSU alumnus Bill Cuppy, '95, of Cuppy Productions
produced 30 minutes of the best of the Lakers' national
championship season . The passion and drama are captured
on the field and through interviews. The comf)elling story
of the 2002 season was written and narrated oy awardwinning sports journalist Tom Cleary.
Grand Valley has also produced a keepsake, hardcover
photography book, complete with a pigskin cover. Get up
close and personal with the champs and fans that made
the season great.

Two ways to enjoy the 2002 National Football
Championship Season:
• VH S or DVD $12 .50
• Photo Book $12.50
• Order both for just $20.00
To order copies of the book and video, ma il the accompanying coupon to the News and Information Serv ices
Office. Ca ll 616-331-2221 with questions.

Order Form
'National Champions' book, highlight video or DVD
Quantity
Total
• VHS $12.50
• DVD $12.50
• Photo Book $12.50
• VHS and~Photo Book $20.00
• DVD and hoto Book $20.00
• Sales Tax (M l res id ents add 6%)
• Shipping and handling (up to $35 add $3; $35. 01 and over add $6)

Total _ __
Name _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Phone number _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Method of payment
_
Check enc losed (payable to Grand Valley State University)
Credit card (circle): VISA
MC
DIS
AMEX
Card Number: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _
Expiration Date: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _
Name on card: _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _
}

Three ways to order:
Online: Go to www.gvsu.edu, click
below "National Champions" logo.
Mail coupon to: GVSU News and
Information Services Office, 1 Campus
Drive, 260 LMH, Allendale, Ml 49401
Fax coupon to: 616-33 1-3596

Signature: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _

I

·-----------------------------------------------------

NON-PROFIT ORG

@~\~

US POSTAGE

PAID
GRAND VALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

1 Campus Drive
Allendale Ml 49401 -9989

Return Se rvice Requested

"ROOS

